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Two die in Mounds View blast

Diane Balk

It was 4:44 a,m, Tuesday and
the only person moving on
Long Lake Rd. in Mounds View
was Diane Balk, making the
rounds on her newspaper
route.

She stopped at the first house
on the left, grabbed a copy of
the paper and opened the door
of her '77 Chevette. An
explosion split the stillness and
the world turned to flame.

"The whole street was it up,"

got to get out of hers.” Stil
clutching the newspaper, she
ran throtgh a wall of fire.

" The flames bumed her face, -

singed her clothes, but she
made it through. Balk, 47, is in

. serious condition at Hennepin

County Medical Center.
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Fire was ‘like a flamethrower’
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Baverly and Jennifer Spano

When the explosion shook their
house on Woodcrest Dr., in
Mounds View Tuesday mom-
ing, Bev and Don Spano's first
thought was to get the kids out.

Don Alison, 8, and ran
to out the back door
toward the pond behind their
house.

Bev got Jenny, 7, and darted
out the front door.

They got as far as the driveway
when the wall of fire came

around the comer from
Long Lake R

It flashed down the street and
the air exploded in flames,
enveloping them in a fireball of
_vaporized gasoline that bumed
" over 98 percent of their bodies.
Bev Spano, 35, died at 10:07
a.m. at St. Paul-Ramsey
Medical Center. Jenny died
there exactly an hour later,
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nferno in Mounds View
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Diane Balk's car after the expiosion. Balk was In
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Gasoline pooled underground, then surfaced
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|Inferno in Mounds View

Btaff Photo by John Croft

Crews pulled one of four booms across Rice Cresk st University Av. Tussday, slowing the flow of the spill. Pollution control officials had

Site of leak
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Williams tried to improve ‘dismal’ record of spills
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